

Adopted 1/23/18


Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members K. Brown, Becton, Carter and Newby: 

RESOLUTION 2018-28-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF ERNEST MURPHY, JR., PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ernest Murphy, Jr., a native of Jacksonville, was born July 24, 1927, to the late Rev. Ernest and Isadora Murphy. He attended local public schools and graduated from Stanton High School in 1945. For 25 years, Ernest Murphy worked as a dedicated merchant seaman. He maintained additional employment with Maxwell House Coffee Company for many years. Mr. Murphy married Ernestine Murphy who he shared his life with for 58 years. Together they had 6 children; five daughters: Barbara, Jaqueline, Rose, Barbara, and Sandra; and one son: Ernest, III; and


WHEREAS, in 1971, Mr. Murphy opened his own business named the Murphy’s Short Order Restaurant in the heart of the Northside of Jacksonville, which still brought patrons from opposite sides of town to enjoy the delicious foods. The home-style flavor and moderately priced menu made the restaurant an instant success. Ernest Murphy, Jr., took pride in cooking which was an expression of his love. He provided hot and fresh home-cooked meals and fantastic customer service. For him, everyone was family. He was a kind, generous, and hardworking man. In 2011, after 40 years of business, Mr. Murphy closed the restaurant. There is no doubt that Ernest Murphy, Jr., was a definite contributing factor within the community as a successful black business owner; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Mr. Ernest Murphy, Jr., and extends to his family, friends, former employees, and customers, its most profound condolences. Mr. Murphy was an inspiration to us all, and all who knew him will keenly feel his absence.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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